THE HERITAGE SITES OF
AUDE, CATHAR COUTRY
s PAYS

CATHARE
FURTHER INFORMATION

CASTLES ABBEYS MEDIEVAL MUSEUMS
TOWNS

To put your mind at ease when visiting the various heritage sites in the
Cathar Country (Aude), our welcoming teams have implemented some
precise health regulations:

Introducing quotas on the number of visitors at one time.
Displaying health and safety regulations.
Making hydroalcoholic gel available to use.
Organising tours:

o Markings on the floor.

o Regulating the number of visitors in enclosed spaces.
Disinfecting contact areas several times a day.

Any updates made hereinafter will be added to the information on the
supporting document.

CHANGES BEING MADE FOR AN EVEN ‘SAFER’” AND HIGHER QUALITY WELCOME:

: Site open every day in June and September from
10:00-12:00 and 14:00-18:00.

: No changes.
: No changes.

: There will be
two types of routes: Self-guided (45 minutes) or accompanied by a tour
guide/activity leader (1 hour 30 minutes to 1 hour 45 minutes).

A ticket office will be set up showing the dates and times of timetabled
sessions: visitors who have not reserved and paid for their ticket online
will definitely not be granted access into the Chateau.

Wearing masks is obligatory for those aged 11 and up.

From July 1st until August 29th, there will be a light and sound show
called ‘Le Diamant de Pierre’ (The Diamond of Stones).

:InJune, it is open every day from 10:00-12:00
and 14:00-18:00. No changes for the rest of the season.

: Can be explored freely, outdoors. Bring your
charged smartphone with you as going on a “digital” tour is the
preferred option.
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: The site will be open Tuesday to Saturday from 9:30
until 20:00 and Sundays and Mondays from 9:30 until 19:00.

: No changes.
: Can be explored freely, outdoors.

: Site is open in June from 9:00 until 18:00. No changes
for the rest of the season.

: Wearing a mask is obligatory (option of
buying one on site, subject to availability).

: Wearing a mask is obligatory in the museum.
: No changes.
: No changes.
: No changes.

: In June, the site is open Tuesdays to Fridays from
14:00 to 18:00, Saturdays and Sundays 10:00 to 18:00. Closed Mondays.
No changes for the rest of the season.

: Wearing a mask is obligatory.
: No changes. Open as an exception on July 13th.

: Bring your charged smartphone with you as going on a
“digital” tour is the preferred option.

: Opening July 4th. Guided tours Wednesdays, Fridays and
Sundays from 14:00 until 15:30. Wearing a mask inside is obligatory. No
changes for the rest.

: Opening July 4th. Guided tours Wednesdays, Fridays and
Sundays from 14:00 until 15:30. Wearing a mask inside is obligatory. No
changes for the rest.

: Opens July 1st 2020. No changes made.

: Increased adult ticket price from July 15th
until August 15th, visit to the altarpiece included.

The welcoming teams of the Cathar Country Sites have rallied together
to be at your service, so you can discover Aude’s Heritage with peace of
mind. Following the preventative rules is everyone’s responsibility and
the best way to ensure we all remain in good health.
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Alet-les-Bains Abbey

In the heart of the medieval city of Alet, the Notre Dame Cathedral Abbey is
a monument of major importance. Its architecture ranging from ancient to
Romanesque to Gothic will be appreciated by one and all.

Open every day (including weekends and bank holidays)
10am - Iom and 3pm 7pm in July and August

10am - Tom and 2pm 6pm in June and September

Open every day (including weekends and bank holidays)
lsosr:: é:g%%a% in June and September
Open Monday to Friday
2pm - 6pm in April, May and October
Open weekends and bank holidays

10am - midday in April, May and October

6pm and 2pm

Open Tuesdays and Thursday

2pm - 5pm in November, December, January, February and March
Open Saturdays

10am - midday in November, December, January, February and March

Closed on 1st January
Final entry 30 minutes before closing

11580 Alet-les-Bains - Tél. +33 (0)4 68 69 93 56 - accueilabbaye@aletlesbains.com - www.aletlesbains.com

Caunes-Minervois Abbey

The abbey spans twelve centuries of history with its Romanesque apse,
Maurist cloister, underground archaeological remains and comic book
area featuring, 2020 Comic-book exhibition for 2020: “Johan & Pirlouit,
Peyo’s dream of the Middle Ages”, and a new virtual reality room! Around
the abbey, discover the Medieval village and paved alleyways, the hiking
and climbing routes, the vineyards and craftspeople, and the unmissable
“Marbre et Terroir” ecomuseum.

Open every day

10am - 7pm in July and August

10am - 6pm in June and September
10am - midday

and 2om - 6pm N April, May and October

10am - midday
and 2pm - 5pm
Closed in January, and on 24th and 25th December
Final entry 30 minutes before closing

in February, March, November and December

M60 Caunes-Minervois - Tél. +33 (0)4 68 78 09 44 - abbaye@caunes-minervois.org - www.caunes-minervois.org

— Aguilar Castle I eaux, Medieval Cit

During the 13th century, Aguilar, a former property of the De Termes family,
became one of the castles known as the “five sons of Carcassonne”. At
the time, the royal fortress defended the border between the kingdoms of
France and Aragon. Nowadays, the old fortress watches peacefully over the
vineyards that stretch across Tuchan and Paziols.

Open every day

10am - 7pm in July and August

10.30am - 5.30pm in May, June and September

1lam - 5pm in April and October

Open at weekends

in February, March and from Tst to 11th
November (and bank holidays)

Closed from 12th November to 31st January
Final entry 15 minutes before closing

11350 Tuchan - Tél. + 33 (0) 6 80 44 64 25, hors saison +33 (0)4 68 45 51 00
chateaudaguilar@tuchan.fr - www.tuchan.fr

ues Castle

Situated on a plain, Arques castle conserve a intact keep. The entrance ticket
includes access to the Catharism museum called Déodat Roché’s house,
located in the village centre.

Open every day
10am - Tom and 1.30pm - 7pm  in July and August

10am - 1pm and 1:30pm - 6pm in May, June and September
10am - Ipm and 2pm - 6pm in April and October

10am - 1pom and 2pm - 5pm in February, March and November
Open at weekends

Tlam - 4pm

in February and during school
holidays

Closed in December and January
Final entry 30 minutes before closing

10am - 1om and 2pm - 5pm

alled City of Carcassonne

Occupied as early as the 6" century BC, Carcassonne was a Roman town,
fortified during the Lower Empire before becoming a medieval city. It boasts
1000 years of military architecture and 2600 years of history. We propose a
rich varied visit which includes many exclusive areas: ramparts, hoardings,
projection room, lapidary museum.

Open every day

10am - 6.30pm from April to September

9.30am - 5pm from October to March

Closed on 1st January, 1st May and 25th December
Final entry 45 minutes before closing

11000 Carcassonne - Centre des monuments nationaux - Tél. +33 (0)4 681170 72
cite.carcassonne@monuments-nationaux.fr - www.remparts-carcassonne.fr

Medieval village perched on a hill, important historic site of the Lauragais,
Fanjeaux shows the traces of its rich past : in the 13™ century, Fanjeaux was
central to the preaching against the Cathar heresy.

TOURIST OFFICE

Open every day

]a%%rg_gl)ppmm - 6.30pm in July and August

Open Monday to Friday

10am - midday and from January to June and
2pm - 5pm from September to December

Closed from 22nd December to 2nd January

11270 Fanjeaux - Tél. +33 (0)4 68 24 75 45 - tourisme@ccplm.fr - www.collinescathares.com

ontfroide Abb

Fontfroide abbey is one of the greatest Cistercian abbeys in Europe, 12th
century historical site in an exceptional state of conservation, with a
magnificent rose garden and terrace gardens. Take a guided visit or explore
freely with a digital tablet (several languages, version for children and version
for people with reduced mobility) or printed brochure. Musical, botanical,
evening and medieval events according to the season.

Open every day
9.30am - 7pm in July and August

10am - 6pm in April, May, June, September and October

10am - 12.30pm  from January to March and from November
1.30pm - 5pm to December

Closed on 1st January and 25th December
Final entry 30 minutes before closing

Lagrasse Abbey

Known for its elegance and refinement, the abbey of Lagrasse has demanded
respect since the 13th Century. Divided into two during the French Revolution,
the public section includes primarily medieval buildings. The eleven areas
which you can visit have been restorated, lit up and are open to the public,
offer a stunning architectural range and exceptional painted décor.

Open every day

10am - 7pm from mid-June to mid-September

from April to mid-June, and
from mid-September to end of October

from mid-January to March, and
from November to mid-December

10am - 6pm

10am - 5pm

Closed during the Christmas period
Final entry 1 hour before closing

11220 Lagrasse - Tél. +33 (0)4 68 43 15 99 - abbayedelagrasse@wanadoo.fr - www.abbayedelagrasse.com

11600 Lastours - Tél. +33 (0)4 68 77 56 02 - chateaux.lastours@orange.fr - www.chateauxdelastours.fr

Mazamet Catharism Museum

09300 Montségur - Tél. +33 (0)5 61 0110 27 - mairie.montsegur@orange.fr - www.montsegur.fr

Classified amongst the “Plus Beaux Villages de France” (The Most
Beautiful Towns in France), the narrow paved alleyways of the medieval
city boast numerous 14th and 15th Century architecture: the Saint-Michel
Church, the covered market, the bridge, the city walls, the beautiful stone
facades. Medieval style ceilings and painted décor from Languedoc can
be seen at the “Maison du patrimoine”. At the heart of the village, supplied
by the Orbieu, feature the workshops and shops of artisan artists.

TOURIST INFORMATION POINT
Open Monday to Saturday
10am - 1pom and

from June to September*

2pm - 6pm
Open Sunday morning
10am - Tom from June to September

Open Monday to Friday

10am - Ipm and from January to May and
2pm - 5pm from October to December

*subject to change

Visit of the four castles (Cabaret, Tour Régine, Surdespine, Quertinheux)
and of the Cabaret castrum (vestiges of the fortified village).

Exceptional panoramic view over the site from the lookout.

Archaeology exhibition. Fauna, Flora, Geology Exhibition.

Open every day

9am - 8pm in July and August

10am - 6pm in April, May, June and September

from October to mid-November, during
10am - 5pm the Easter and Christmas holidays, and the
February and October half-term holidays

Open at weekends

10am - 5pm in February, March, November and December

Closed in January

Follow in the footsteps of “Bons Hommes et bonnes femmes” as you learn
more about the cathar faith and its history, as experienced by the cathar
people. Audio guides, videos and models bring this highly-decorated
museum to life.

Open Monday to Saturday
from 6th July to 23rd August (plus
weekends 1.30pm to 5pm from 18th July
to 16th August)

Open Monday to Friday
10am - midday and  from 1st April to 5th July

2pm to 5pm and from 24th August to 31st October
Open Tuesday to Friday
10am - midday and
2pm - 5pm

Closed in January, November and December

10am - midday
and 2pm - 6pm

in February and March

81200 Mazamet - Tél. +33 (0)5 63 61 56 56 - contact@museeducatharisme.fr - www.museeducatharisme.fr

ségur Castle

Standing at an altitude of 1,207 m, at the top of its “pog” (rocky spur),
the castle of Montségur, encircled by the “castrum” from the medieval
period, offers an exceptional view over the Pyrenees mountain range. In
the village, the Montségur museum, classified as a Museum of France,
presents a collection of archaeological objects dating back to the Middle
Ages. Entrance ticket to the castle permits access to the museum.

Open every day
9am - 6.30pm  in July and August
from March to June and from September

10am - 6pm

to October
10am - 4pm in February
Tlam - 4pm in November and December

Closed on 25th December and in January
Please contact the site for museum opening times

Lagrasse, Medieval City

Lastours Castles

Peyrepertuse Castle

Hugging a limestone outcrop which peaks at 800 metres altitude,
Peyrepertuse is one of the most remarkable fortresses in the south
of France. This impressive citadel, known as one of the “Five Sons of
Carcassonne” (cing fils de Carcassonne), was strategically positioned to
protect the former border against the kingdom of Aragon. Possibility to
hire audio-guide.

Open every day
9am - 8pm in July and August

9am - 7pm in April, May, June and September
10am - 6pm in March and October

10am - 5pm in February and November

10am - 4.30pm in January and December

Closed on 24th, 25th and 31st December and 1st January
Final entry 20 minutes before closing

M350 Duilhac-sous-Peyrepertuse - Tél. +33 (0)4 30 37 00 77 - info@peyrepertuse.com - www.peyrepertuse.com

Puilaurens Castle

A citadel of vertigo situated in the “Pyrénées Audoises” region, in the
heart of unspoilt mountain country. The castle was considered for a long
time as the most southern of France. Perched at nearly 700 m, it has a wide
range of defensive architecture on show.

Open every day
9am - 7pm in July and August

10am - 6pm in May, June and September

in April and October, and
from 1Ist to 15th November

10am - 5pm

Closed in December, January, February and March

Final entry 20 minutes before closing

40 Lapradelle-Puilaurens - Tél. +33 (0)4 68 20 65 26 - chateau.puilaurens@orange.fr - www.chateau-puilaurens.com

Quercorb Museum at Puivert

Find out about medieval music from the time of the troubadours as well
as local 19" to 20" century crafts from the Quercorb region. Sounds
surround, videos, objects and characters will take you from exhibit rooms
to the garden, from the Middle Ages to today.

Open every day
10am - 7pm from 13th July - 23rd August
Open Wednesday to Sunday

10am - 1pm and from 5th April to 12th July and
2pm - 6pm from 24th August to 27th September

Closed the rest of the year

Final entry 30 minutes before closing

11230 Puivert - Tél. +33 (0)9 67 27 81 51 - museeduquercorb@orange.fr - www.museequercorb.com

1330 Termes - Tél. +33 (0)4 68 70 09 20 / Hors saison : +33 (0) 6 47 66 20 77
chateau.termes@gmail.com - www.chateau-termes.com

Saint-Hilaire Abbey

Former Benedictine abbey housing the famous ‘sarcophagus’ by the Master
of Cabestany. The visitor will appreciate the serenity of the Gothic cloister
adjacent to the Romanesque church, the abbey residence, the refectories,
the pantries and the fortified part. This is where monks invented Blanquette
sparkling wine in 1531 according to the legend.

Open every day

9am - 7pm in July and August

10am - 6pm in April, May, June, September and October
~ in January, February, March, November and

10am - 5pm December

Closed from 14th to 20th December, and on 25th December
and 1st January

Final entry 30 minutes before closing

11250 Saint-Hilaire - Tél. +33 (0)4 68 69 62 76 - abbayedesthilaire@orange.fr - www.saint-hilaire-aude.fr

Saint-Papoul Abbey-Cathedral

In the heart of the Lauragais region, this Benedictine abbey was founded
in the 8th century. In 1317, it was raised to cathedral status. It was home
to a succession of 34 bishops up until the Revolution. Don’t miss: the
apse of the Romanesque church, decoratively sculpted by the Master of
Cabestany, the Gothic cloister and the rich Baroque furnishings of the
choir. Wander through the narrow alleys of the fortified village to admire
the corbelled half-timbered houses.

Open every day
9am- 7pm in July and August
10am - midday
and 2pm - 6pm
10am - midday  during the February half-term holidays
and 2pm - 5pm  From Ist to 3rd November

Open at weekends (except Sunday mornings)

10am - midday
and 2pm - 5pm
Closed in January and during the Christmas holidays.
Sunday morning from 1st October to 31st March

Final entry 30 minutes before closing

in April, May, June, September and October

during the February half-term holidays

11400 Saint-Papoul - Tél. +33 (0)4 68 94 97 75 - accueil@abbaye-saint-papoul.fr - www.abbaye-saint-papoul fr

Saissac Castle

Vestige of cathar history, in the heart of the Montagne Noire, the castle of
Saissac spreads out its terraced levels before an exceptional view reaching out
to the Pyrenees mountain chain on the horizon. Two rooms have been restored
to house the museum dedicated to the Saissac monetary treasure composed
of 2000 coins dating from the 13* century.

Open every day
9am - 8pm in July and August
10am - 6pm in April, May, June and September

in October, during the February and October
half-term holidays and the Christmas holidays

Open at weekends
10am - 5pm in February, March, November and December
Closed on 13th July, 25th December and in January

Final entry 30 minutes before closing

10am - 5pm

11310 Saissac - Tél. +33 (0)4 68 24 46 O1 - chateausaissac@orange.fr - www.saissac.fr

Termes Castle

A wide track takes you without difficulty to the vestiges which overlook the
village, the forest and the spectacular gorges. The support tools help you get
a real feel of the history behind the castle and the castrum. Imagine the epic
resistance to the crusaders back in 1210, or the scale of the work required to
make Termes one of the “5 sons of Carcassonne”.

Open every day
10am - 7.30pm in July and August
10am - 6pm in April, May, June, September and October

Open weekends, bank holidays and during the October half-
term holidays

10am - 5pm in March and until 15th November
Closed in January, February and December
Final entry 20 minutes before closing

sson Castle

Perched on a mountain spur at 920 metres altitude, the Usson castle,
situated in the departement of Ariége, used to control access to the Aude
river valley and protected the Donezan area from attack. To be visited the
“Maison du Patrimoine” (700 m2 of displays) . A host of activities.

Open every day
Tlam - Tor and  from 4th July - 31st August. Guided tours: on

2pm - 7pm ;/gezdpnr%sday, Friday and Sunday from 2 pm

Open every weekend
from 21st to 24th May, from 30th May to Ist June,

2pm - 6pm every weekend in June and the first 3 weekends
in September. Guided tours: Sundays at 3pm

Wednesday to Monday

from 17th October to 1st November. Guided tours:
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday from 2 pm to 3pm

Closed the rest of the year

2pm - 6pm

09460 Rouze - Tél. +33 (0)4 68 20 43 92 - Office du tourisme : Tél. +33 (0)4 68 20 41 37
patrimoines@cc-hauteariege.fr - www.pyrenees-ariegeoises.com

Lordat Castle

From the top of its spur (965 m) dominating the Ariége valley, with its
two enclosures, Lordat castle was considered one of the largest medieval
fortresses in the former County of Foix. It offers spectacular views. A host
of activities.

Open every day

}gazrg mang from 4th July - 6th September. Guided
2bm ?6‘30pm tours: Wednesday and Sunday at 4pm

Freely accessible

~ from 18th April to 3rd July and
10am - 4.300M .50 7th September to Ist November

Closed the rest of the year
Final entry 30 minutes before closing

09250 Lordat - Tél. +33 (0)5 34 14 3187, +33 (0)5 6164 60 60 (OT Pyrénées Ariégeoises)
patrimoines@cc-hauteariege.fr - www.pyrenees-ariegeoises.com

1 Villelon Abbe

An abbey which combines Cistercian rigour with flamboyant
sculptures in a romantic setting. Charm and poetry of the medieval-
inspired garden set in the old monastic enclosure. Beautiful example
of typical Southern Languedoc Gothic architecture and sculptures
dating from the 13" and 14" centuries.

Open every day
9am - 6.30pm in July and August
Open Saturday and Sunday

2pm - 6pm from April to September
2pm - 4pm on certain Saturdays

By appointment the rest of the year
Final entry 30 minutes before closing

11170 Saint-Martin-Le-Vieil - Tél. +33 (0)6 61 44 36 24 - ass-des-amis-de-labbaye-de-villelongue@orange.fr -
www.abbaye-de-villelongue.com

Villerouge-Termeneés Castle

Castle located in the centre of a medieval village where the last known
Cathar Parfait, Guilhem Belibaste, was burnt at the stake in 1321.
Audiovisual visit in three languages : French, Spanish, and English.
Open every day
10am - 7.30pm _in July and August

from April to June, and from September
to mid-October (open from 10am - 6pm
weekends and bank holidays)

10am - Tom and during the October half-term holidays
2pm - 5pm (10am-5pm weekends)

Open at weekends
in March, and from 2nd November to
mid-December

Closed from mid-December to February

Final entry 1 hour before closing

10am - 1pom and
2pm - 6pm

10am - Tom

11330 Villerouge-Termenes - Tél. +33 (0)4 68 70 09 11 -chateau.villerouge@villerouge.fr - www.illerouge.fr



